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Twenty NOVJ fighters among whom is one woman, captured and shot.

VI. MASS INTERNMENT OF CIVIL POPULATION UNDER
INHUMAN CONDITIONS — ITALIAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

In the scries of criminal measures taken by the Italians against the
civil population of the occupied provinces of Yugoslavia, there was also a mass
internment in concentration camps under hard and inhuman conditions.

A great number of "undesirable” elements was interned individually, but on
the occasion of ,Rastrellamenti” prisoners were gathered in masses with the aim
of depopulating and devastating entire regions, Behind Italian military forces
there came special troops, whose task was to gather all living population —
women, children and the old — and take them to concentration camps. Forcibly
wrenched from their hearths, these unfortunate victims were heaped up in unhealthy
and crowded places, and exposed to humiliation, torture and hunger on the part
of camp authorities. The consequences of such a treatment were mass cases of
disecase and death. The Italian system of concentration camps and the regime
introduced in them brought about such results that their allies, the Germans,
could indeed envy them. The percentage of death cases was for example about 34 %
at the island of Rab camp.
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i . ®-em Reozale mop;ressione def generi non 41 prize necessith - o stadily
_'11 ;bMp’.o ghe, yer cloungfagions, poosa agli stessi ossers consenti-
ta 1 concessio s df nilvaconde$fl o leselapassare o 41 wltrd docwmsnti ng
- esmmad wile oiroolusions, (Juedte porchi ritengo inmttusbile praticesse~
. fo Itinternascato A1 tutte l= famislie in parola).
RN Penao ohe, con toll mistre coersitiva 4 ¢coosione, &i potreila
" 4nfluire decisuionto oull'enime @4 tultmt dul rivoltosi e omatansre altresl
»1.-‘.““ dei Tugginschi o de! loro faverogziateri,
melltintents 4! oincords ¢ casn Vei 1'sttuszions 41 provvedimentd
d8l. zmbro, gradirsl conoscare ir nmerite §1 Yeotro pensiore. -
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General Mario Roatta, commander of the Il army, communicates to the Governor of Dalmatia, the
High Commissary of Ljubljana and the Prefect of the province of Quarnero, that it is necessary
to apply specially severe measures in order to “normalize” the situation in new provinces. He
proposes therefore that the families of the persons who have joined the “rebels” or are absent
| without justifiable reason should be interned in Italy and that rationed food and passes should
B be refused to them,
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Enormous are the sacrifices payed by our people because of this Italian
crime. Fields of graves around the concentration camps are not the only proof
of it. Even after their return from concentration camps, our people died and are
still dying from the consequences of sufferings and diseases caught in camps.
Entire villages are still uninhabited, as the population taken away has not yet -
come back.

THE ORDERS FOR MASS EXTERMINATION OF YUGOSLAV POPULATION
CAME FROM THE HIGHEST AUTHORITIES OF THE ITALIAN STATE AND
MILITARY ADMINISTRATION

Roatta’s “Circolare 3 C”, issued on March 1, 1942, also had a decisive signi-
ficance for the execution of this war crime. This circular letter prescribed war rules for
the struggle against the Army of National Liberation of Yugoslavia (NOVJ) and
foresaw internment as a regular means of struggle against the peoples of Yugo-
slavia. Internment was to be preventive or repressive. It affected individual persons,
families, particular sections of town and village population, as well as the popula-
tion of entire villagés and regions.

The aim of these measures was explained in Roatta’s circular letter Nr.
2468/AC which he sent a week later to the chiefs of the civil administration in
"annexed” territories. Part of it runs as follows:

. The urgent need of normalizing the life in the provinces annexed to

the Kingdom of Italy imposes the application of especially severe measures.

“In my opinion, in the regions where the attempts at pacification have

failed, we ought to strike the root and trunk of the evil, and that by means

of measures which will have their effect on the moral of those who have run
away and on the material life of their families at home.

"It would be suitable to intern in Italy the more notable families,
whose members are among the insurgents, or whose male members capable
of bearing arms are absent without any valid justification, as well as other
families — even those from poorer sections — relatives of the leaders and
exponents of the insurgents.

"Other families, relatives of persons who have deserted into the
forests, should have their food ration reduced ... The rule should be that
such persons cannot obtain certificates, passes or other documents necessary
for travelling. (This is because I think it practically impossible to intern all
the families in question)”.

We are not: acquainted with the answer of the chiefs of civil administra-
t'on to Roatta. Judging by the activities of which we shall speak later on and the
more and more severe measures taken subsequently by Roatta, there is no doubt
that there was complete unity of views among them.

After the conference held at Gorizia in July 1942, which was also attended
by Mussolini and the Chief of the General Head-Quarters of the Italian Army, besides
Roatta and his army corps commanders, the question of taking away and interning
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the population came into a new, sharper phase. We have quoted the protocol of
that conference in another place. General Robotti, Commander of the XI Army Corps,
communicated to his divisional commanders the words of the Duce and the decis-
ions of that conference in the following manner:

”...For that reason we have decided to transfer gradually all the male po-
pulation to the island of Rab. It does not matter at all il on examination
they give the impression of being harmless people. Remember that for num-
berless reasons these elements can also turn our enemies. Therefore com-
plete displacement . . .

”...Do not confine yourselves solely to internment. [ would not
object tc interning all Slovenes and replacing them with Italians (the fami-
lies of wounded and killed Italians). In other words all should be done to
make our political and race boundaries' coincide”.

The real object the Italians aimed at was quite clearly and openly set
forth here: complete extermination of the Yugoslav population, the real political
and economic purpose of which was to rob us of our land and colonize it with
[talians.

Thereafter Italian military activity became more dreadful and horrible.
Behind the advancing Italian detachments there came a mass seizure and taking
away not only of men but also of women, children, the sick and the old, who hap-
pened to find themselves in the path of advance of the Italian Army. All this was
carried out without any mercy or compassion.

Another proof of this method of extermination, applied by order of the
[talian Prime Minister, is Roatta’'s order for preparation of an offensive in the
region of the Velebit, which had to be launched in the second half of September
1942. This order was forwarded to the Commander of the XI Army Corps on
August 20, 1942, No. 17185; and has been quoted in greater detail in another place:

... In order to clear the said zone as soon as possible the order
of July 15, of this year shall be completely applied.

,Especially the folowing items:

a) In the central and internal part of the zone in question ... villages
shall be destroyed and population displaced.

b) The population from the peripheral parts of the same zone...
shall be removed excepting (he places where our or Croatian
garrisons will be establish~d and maintained.”

Roatta’s orders, Nos. 550 and 800 of January 11 and 16, 1943, relating to
the great IV offensive against the NOVJ, were written in the same spirit. He
odered all capable men found in the zone of operations to be shot and all other
males over 15 years of age to be interned, regardless of their race, creed, profession
and function. According to these orders and their supplement of January 17,
"~ No. 880, the mopping up action had to be carried out "methodically, advancing 5
kilometres a day in depth so that every scrap of land should be most carefuly
searched.”
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THE ITALIAN INVADER INTENDED TO INTERN 30.000 YUGOSLAV CITIZENS
IN THE FIRST MASS MOPPING-UP ACTION IN SLOVENIA

We shall give several characteristic examples of the application of general
orders and instructions for mass internment of the population. The examples
quoted here are based on original documents from the Italian civil and military
authorities, as were those already quoted.

Internment began immediately after the entry of the invaders’ troops into
Slovenia, but at the beginning it was confined to individual persons, whom the Ita-
lians considered “undesirable”. Already in February 1942 the Italians started a mass
internment, which culminated in August of that year and continued at that level up
to the Italian capitulation.

It was planned to mop up some 20.000—30.000 Yugoslav citizens in the
first wave of internment in Slovenia alone, as is evident from Robotti’s memorandum
on May 27, 1942, which we have cited above. The report of the Commander of the
“Granatieri di Sardegna” division of July 4, 1942, No. 4866 reveals the dimensions of
the internment action in Slovenia in the first half of 1942. The commander states
that in June of that year, on the occasion of internment of the male population of Lju-
bljana, 2.858 people were interned, which, added to 3.000 people formerly interned,
makes "more than a quarter of the adult men of Ljubljana”.

Since Robotti was not satisfied with the small number of Yugoslav citizens

-
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Police raid in Ljubljana
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COMANDO XI CORPO D'ARMATA J |
Ufficio Operazioni : |

¥. 02/ d1i prot.Op. P.K.46, 27 maggio 1942-XX

QGGRITO: Programma dei provvedimentli e delle operazioni da attua-
re in Slovenia.-

bt o« a/.‘,.,-.n‘«.o.‘...n-z....‘..‘

N Accompagno oom la presente una copia dellsn lotigra 02/4882,
pari oggetto, da me imviava &l comando superiore FF.AA. TFlovenia-
Dalaazli. g & pin” e okfonk wll puwtonic o At PE vk foorts i e

"-"—"/ &n questo doocumento 1o ho tracciato a grandi linee il pro-

gramma che imtendo seguire per la risoluzionme della orisi llovona/

: riservandomi di preoisare, in prosieguo a1 tewpo, 1 dettagli del
. slngoli ix/vv:odimenn ed operazioni.

8le-eoneratazions di tall dettagli estrememente lmportanti, _
ehismo ora lu vosira collaborazions che suri auteriata di quella
preziosa @sperienza clie avete ac.quisno nella rispettiva zona di
glurisdizione & della con urevolezza dslla importanza ohe
annetto 2lla buoma riuscita delle iniziative da svoigere.

Pra 4 problemi pil gravi cne occorrs afrrontare 8 senza dub-

bio quelio cne = .riterisoce ui‘:fo sgofaéeir; “delle popolazioni,

~ " ®sac cgriamente ricsieds la pil miniziosa paed e af-

firohd tutto si svolga nel modo pil rapido, tctalit:aric e, nel tem-—

—— ——— o .y

N\

The first and third page of a memorandum of Genarl Mario Robotti, Commander of the XI Army
Corps, to his subordinate commanders, on the projected internment of the population
of Slovenia, He anticipates the internment of 20—30.000 people.
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20 )~ sgombrare tutta la reglone ad oriente del veschio aonfime
per una fagoia di 3 - 4 km, In tale zona interdire ogal cix— ¥
colazione (tramme che sulle ferrovies & sulle strade 41 gram- 3
de comunicaziones) s aprire ssnz'altro il fuoco comtro chiwmm-

que;

S ek k LS nsmsttinss o o' G fimgge oA i L rnt's
3°)— internars ente: sgomberi eompletl d1 =one © sgombexd
a1 Eourn:.nau localita e ca;ogzrio 41 persone in altre soms.
'h.go entamento nbit popolagione da -go-borarc) oé.,
P Seaion 420 + 30 mila persons. Quests eifra potrd subire le varianmti
del caso;
- 4°4)- ricordarsi che zyto el ‘:::.o riguarada n.g:nbori, d.crv,"!.or. g~
getio dl xostra esolusiva iwmiziarviva, QuIdI, on e, 89
n por:una ls, oollaoornsiou de)lly sutoritd eivili, mma 3
. 2l one—8o rx.s.n 27w A Bl
2 oty
" - ¢ ‘~
S -

rdd oo Vv 3
che Moonul‘.... x

81 tenga imoltre presente .quanto dissi nella riusisne di
stamane e cloé che le forze di polizia (CC.RKN., R.G.41 nmu,-’
Miligie Confiparia, agenti di pudblica zicurezza, anche in vorghe-—
8e) pesseranno alle dipsndenze dslls autorith militare. u

In attesa dells preoisaszioni ehe verramno oondrevate, de-
roe 11 ritomo in sede dell 'Alto Commissario, potrete imtante, o0~
me vi ho gia ordinato stamane, onledere nll'auvoritd eivile preoi-
sazioni oirca il numero, la disloosazione ed 11 partisoclare hpi.—.

8% del suddetto persomale onde prevederne la possibilita di imple-
8o.
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BL. Comando GLardla aHa Frontlera
DELL‘XI CORPO D'’ARMATA

o - urFicio SECONDO : o U8
; : -~Sezione Peracnale- :
: P.U.46. 4 19 marzo 1942-XX

T e X DORPEAY A%

4% prot.  © . - Risposta il N.02/1809,4n date 16/3/42 LEEd
S j x : o
._‘,, ; m_!éymp Internati politici. = 3 P 4 j

» A

A

OMANDO DELL'XI CORPO D'ARKATA - U£f.Operazioni -

PO RE 46

B

: 7 1.-Numaro {hternatd politioi .11. dete 15-3-1942—::: 490 =
. ; 2.-Dilposizzoni inpnrtito per 11 tr-aferi. ntc degli 1nnrnat1
da Cighino s Gonsra:
'a)-il trasferimento sari effeituato 1n scaglioni 41 50 135
terna.i ciggouno scortati da 100 artiglieri ed scRgl 0.
ni giornelieri; SRS s
b‘—dal cempo di Cighino.alle staziome di S.Inbta 11 tmsrori- .
zento sard affetfuato & mezzo sutossmbulasnze (misurs aesolu-
tawente necesaaria per ragioni amblentali: attravarsemento
d1 due abitati notoriamente ostili qualil Cosarce e S.luocia
44 Tolmino, esistenza di un deposito di benzina -ed umepol-
veriers lungc i1 percorso);
- dalla stezione di S.Iucia a guells di Palmanova, ﬁer for-
‘ rovisa su carri arrsdati in ogminc dei guali prenderanne
posto 29 internatl e 6§ artiglieri 41 asoorta;

- della stazione di Palmenova al cempo di Gonare a piedd
j{oltre L 100 artiglieri vi epari, alla stazicns di Palme-
|nova, un reparto per -inforzsare la scorta invisto & oura
del campo di Sonars come da accordi intercorsi con il
comando Difesa di Trieste);

< WA 2 0}—,;'11 intarnati debdbono, essers ammancsttati (misura prudenzialo
adottata per ragleérimonto degli internati a Cighino o
tanto pil necessaria per il trasferimento in esame in cui,
fra 1'altro, gl4 internati dovranno percorrers 5 chilometri
3i etrads a piedi dalla sStazione 3di Falzmanova ai cempo ai

Gonars); '
3 5 : p

General Carlo Danioni, Commander of the G.A.F. (frontier guards) of the XI Army Corps, commu-

nicates to the Commander of the IX Army Corps the measures taken for the transport of interned

Slovenes to concentration camps. He demands the necessary number of chains to be placed
at his disposal, as the prisoners had to be tied with them during the transportation.
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d)re Sulucie (paess) ed alle atssione di dnrico sard predispo- .
Teto ssrvizio di 0.F. vissando snche 1’accseso si borghesi .
durante lo svolgersi delle oporagioni. . 5

-~ -

EEZ2I QCCORRENTI

- Le sutommbulsnze sarenns‘fornite & curs di gueste comande
che richiedera ls benzina all’uopd necessaric al ocomande
_.dells Difewas ferritortele 41 Udine,

- Qecorrgne inygge.sdamualio suesin &3 cssenelia &1 _S,i.wﬂ._!m.
" individusli o coliehtive, jer adpenctiare gli erresteti e '
deile guali juesto -omando & completemsnts sprovvieso.

Fregheroi . 'wssegnazione temporarnsa.

~-Le richieate traspor®l saranze fatts a curs di questo oomando.

IL GENERALE DI BRIGATA
- COMARDANTE

i - Carlo nioni -
s } — !

transferred to concentration camps at a rate of 200 a day, he met Grazioli, High
Commissioner of the Ljubljana province on July 29, 1942, and strongly insisted on
this number being increased. (Protocol of the meeting).

All this took place before the conference at Gorizia, which was attended by
Mussolini and at which it was decided to mop up completely some parts of Slovenia.
A new wave of internment came after this conference. We find proof of it in a re-
port of the Command of the V Detachment of the G.A.F. (frontier guards). This report
reveals that in the zone where the ,,mopping-up” action was carried out under the:
command of General Fabbri, the following bplaces were completely cleared: Dobac,
Kozljek, Strazisfe, Bezuljak, Selicek, Topol and Brezje, (altogether 282 families
with 1539 members); in addition: BloSka Polica, BlotCice, Sv. Ana, Klane, Gorene,
Jezero, Laze and Otok, (96 families with 548 members); further: Stari Trg, Podloz,
Lez, Skrilje, Dame, Podcerkev, KneZja, Njiva, Markovac, Vrhnika, Nadlesk, Pudob, Vi-
Sevk, Bajer, Igavas, Kozarisce, Sneznik, Podgora, Vrh, Babna Polica, BuZivica, Hrib,
Babino Polje, — 860 families with 4.360 members.

According to incomplete evidence, 67.230 of our citizens were driven to Ita-
lian concentration camps from the part of Slovenia occupied by the ltalians, cut of
a total population of less than 360.000 people.
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e MSEAYAID PEASONALE

' %50 DELLA DIVI'IONS LI PTR. “GRARATIZRL OI SARDEKONA" (21°)

qov UfZiclo del Capo di 3.M.
Sezione 4"
L
n. 4866/i/FA di prot. p.K.81, 4 luglio 1942 - XX
‘0GGETTO : Rmstrellemento di Lubimna (2/ siugno-1° luglio d.-

: e
All'Beo.il Com.te dell'XX Q.A. . * )

Alla R.Procurs ¥il.del Re Ymp. )ﬁ.
e, per conosoenza : >, //

All'Eco.1'#lto Commissario Lubianm
| Alla R.Questurs di Lubisng
2 - A1 comando gruppo C7.81, di . Lubiang

AAAAAAAAND S nAn

Allego il proapetto statistico riepilogativo delle ope-
vasioni di rastrolismento corpiuts in Lubin.a nei gliormi de-
corsi @ l'elenco dogii elementi particolarmants poricolosd

-

sinore individuati.

A ohisrimento de! 4ati rappresonto :

La citth di lw.ianm conta ciras £0..., abitanti; di que-
@t 1m metk sono donms. el 40.000 nmscni sono steie prese
in consideraziono 48 oclamssi da .- wl 50 eani, oio® 34 olamei,
trasgurandone. altrattante, nonand tutii oolvr> che per la lo-
ro specifioca voeaxione o por altri Jolivi si iovevano ritene~
re estranei a..s «i-urs 11 poiizim (preti - frati - inforal -

pnzzi - 80C. ).

= Fagaando al vaglio oltre 20.. 00 mes il £i pud atfernare
f ohe 21 gone @#z=1inati uno per uac, nelio spartioc & poani glor-
| ni, quasi Tutii il usnind s pogdono avarviuna irmportanin
g‘; aotto .'mspetts politico o ilitare.

Con l'arrgeto di <.558 1noividuil e ocon quello avvenuto \
nel pericdo pranadsnte 41 aitri 5.000 indiviiul, =1 & tolto ‘l\
dslla oiroolazione oltre i1 quarto degli uomini validi di
{

Taddeo Orlando, Commander of the “Granatieri di Sardegna” division, informs General Mario

Robotti, Commander of the XI Army Corps, that 2.858 people were recently interned in Ljubljana,

which, together with 3.000 people formerly interned, makes more than a quarter of the adult
and able male population of Ljubljana.
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N.06271 ALT PER CONOSAZNZA B NORNA TRASCRIVESI #ILSSCRITIO N, 06271 -
TRASKESSO IN DATU DUIEZNA AT COMANDQ SUPREMO TFSIGIO PITGTONTERT

DI GUZIRA N.07270 ALT 217ZITUBITO TELRSAILTIO 4.1758/A-G DATA 29 .
CORRENTE ALT KUNSRC TITERNATT DA 37STEVMARE WRLLE OASTIUE PUNZIONALY
DI PADOVA B TREYISO 23T PREJIDIRTLYTNTE RAGTAGLIASILE AT CONCORRENEZA
| 4 DISPONIBILITA' DEITE CASERUE ALT TALEZ DISPONTATLITA EST ATTUALMENTE
2880 POSTI AT PADOVA BT 2880 EOSTI AT TRE/TS0 ALT PROSSTMAMENTE
VIRGOLA DOPO sctﬁz‘g'zo S1 TREET STILGMATE NILLA NASERMA DI PADOVA
YIRGOLA LA DISPONIBILITA' DELLA ST®354 SARA' DI 5360 POSTI ALT NRcR.

("'I‘ INTAN?O PER GIORRATA =1 DVMANT 1 LUGLIO POTSR MANDANE NELLA CASBAMA
A5 0PI TREBVISO VIRGOLA CHE EST JUELLA ATTUALMENTE CONFLETAMENTS LIBERA

YIRGOLA CIRCA 1500 INTERNATI ALT F39GAST IMPARTIRZ DIGPOSTZIONT A7
COMANDC DIRZSA BT DART IL VTA AT MOYINENTO YIRGOLA !')ATA DIRFICOLTA®
E PERICOLOSITA' TRATTENERE IN SLOVENIA -’JOSI"G.’{\.‘I’JB NITMRRC SLEMWNTI
IN2IDT AA"T SOSPRTTI ALT PSR NOIMA INPORMAST CHE "..AHPQ CONARS EST

i STATO S2ZRUTTATC AL MASSINO BT CHE JUESTO 0OIA N0 HABX? THCARTAATO -
2 INTENDSIZA PREPARATY IN IIN'ISNLA COST AINATA CAYER CONGEBNTRAMENTOC
DELLA CAPATTTA’ 5T SIRCA 20.000 TA":’?!":{AI" ALT GEIERALR RDATTA -

< D'ORDINE CASTAMACGTORZ SUZZITOIA GEITIALE 73 BLASIO X

{/ ‘7.4/,// ;)/
St
o

O T G\U‘\A'xu\. 3760 - o £

S \ R Y B
A L T O e ¥
. S =
= laandes ponetid iy e
el o il dy, Yorong

e

o 2 2 o S e

General de’ Blasio, chief of staft of the Supersloda (the' I Army), informs the Commander of
the XI Army Corps of the number of interned people, who might be immediately or in the
shortest possible time sent to concentration camps in Italy. He states that he had taken mea-
sures for the erection of a concentration camp in some isolated Dalmatian island, capable of
receiving 20.000 people, apart from 5.760 places at Padova and 2.880 at Treviso,
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ENTIRE PLACES WERE COMPLETELY DEVASTATED IN THE CROATIAN
LITTORAL, GORSKI KOTAR, LIKA AND KORDUN

The situation was no better in the territory of the V Army Corps (the Croat
Littoral, the - hinterland of Rijeka, Gorski Kotar, Kordun and Lika). Indeed we are
not yet in possession of complete reports from the commands on that territory, but
the evidence we dispose of on the number of interned persons during the mopping
up action on that territory, is more than a sufficient proof of crimes committed by
the Italians.

Thus the report on the mopping up of Podhum reveals that the entire popul-
ation of that village, 185 families with more than 800 members, was interned. Only
two days later the villages of Vrana, Ponikve and Podkilavei were burnt down
together with some mneighbouring villages, while the whole population was driven to
concentration camps. In his letter to Guido Buffarini, Minister of the Interior, dated
August 20, 1942, the Rijeka Prefect, Testa, boasted of having destroyed »all rebel
bases«, by which he meant the villages of his province.

On February 18, 1942, the following villages in the nearest proximity of
Rijeka were burnt down: Tomati¢i, Spin¢i¢i. Srdedi, Trinaesti¢i, Beli¢i, Cikovi¢i, Dra-
zice and Markovic¢i. — 1.500 people from these villages were interned on that day.
Twelve days later — on March 2 and 3, —another and greater number of villages was
burnt down, among which there were: Brneli¢i, Mila8i, Zoreti¢i, Kukuljane. About one
thousand Yugoslav citizens were driven to concentration camps in Italy.

In July 1942, during the Rog offensive, the Italian division »Re« executed
mass internment of the population of the district of Cabar and committed many
other crimes. The villages of Vode, Smrec¢je, Mali Lug and Hrib, belonging to the
community of Gerovo, were completely pillaged and then burnt down, while the
population, male and female, old and young, healthy and sick, was driven to con-
centration camps,

The villages of Kozji Vrh, Kraljci, Lamtari, Bazan, Milanov Vrh and Runci,
belonging to the community of Prezid, were pillaged and burnt down. The popul-
ation of these villages was previously transferred to Prezid whence it was sent to con-
centration camps.

The community of Cabar was most ferociously treated by the Italian soldiery.
The population was frightened and fled to the neighbouring forest. The soldiers car-
ried out a real manhunt. A great number was shot, the rest was interned — about
1.100 people from that community alone.

On July 21, the Italian soldiers rushed into the village of Crni Lazi, seized
all the population and drove it to concentration camps, and looted and burnt
the houses. In 8 neighbouring villages all houses were also burnt and the popul-
ation interned — some 600 people. The villages of Zagari, Okrivlje, PoZarnica,
Kamenski Hrib, Podstena and Mandli, belonging to the comunity of PleSce, were
plundered and burnt down, and 600 people were taken to concentration camps.

These are only some examples of the sufferings of the villages of the Cabar
district. Some 4.500 people — almost half of the district, were .interned from this
area which before the war numbered about 10.000 inhabitants.
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NOT ONLY THE ARMY BUT ALSO ITALIAN CIVIL AUTHORITIES IN DALMATIA
DROVE THE POPULATION TO CONCENTRATION CAMPS

A completely identical system of struggle against our people and of cri-
mes committed against our population in the form of mass internment, was also
applied on the territory of the VI and XVIII army corps (Dalmatia and Herzego-
vina). The treatment of the population was the same as that in the provinces men-
tioned above: imprisonment of the people immediately after the occupation, in-
crease of activity in the first half of 1942 and finally the beginning of mass intern-
ment in the Summer of that year, and the uninterrupted continuation of this activity
up to the capitulation of Italy.

[talian soldiers carrying out "Rastrellamento”: masses of the people are being driven to concen-
tration camps.

But the number of interned persons was not small even in the first phase,
which lasted until June 1942. The Governor of Dalmatia inquired as to the number
of Dalmatians interned in Italy and was answered by Zerbino, Prefect of Split
(Ne 7258 Gab. P. S. of May 15, 1942), Scassellati, Prefect of Kotor (Ne 2.277 of
"May 25, 1942) and the Zadar Police Chief (Ne 03001 of May 25, 1942), that 2.048
people were interned and sent to concentration camps in Italy from November I,
1941, to May 15, 1942. If we add to this the number of arrested people in Dalmatia
itself, which is considerably greater, as well as the number of people interned up
to. November 1941, the total amount would show a considerable percentage of
the population of these two provinces.

7
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But the worst begun only in June 1942. This is best revealed by the order
of the Governor of Dalmatia of June 7, 1942, which we have mentioned already.
He ordered a new concentration camp to be erected for the internment of the
people, who were to serve at the same time as hostages. His decision of June 13,
1942, Ne 0625 shows that at first he intended to erect that camp in the island
of Vir. But it became evident that .such a camp would be insufficient, and he there
fore chose the island of Molat instead. The camp erected in that island could
receive — and received — 3.500 prisoners.

Simultaneously with the erection of this camp he ordered all the people to
be arrested that came into consideration for internment. An order of the Prefect

of Split, Zerbino, Ne 1847, of June 28, 1942, reveals the instructions given by Basti-

anini to his subordinate prefects. This order was sent to all police institutions and the
carabinieri commands and runs as follows:

» ... Having in view the size and difficulties of these operations, it
is necessary that they should develop gradually and be accompanied by mea-
sures of precaution... so that no member of partisan families should
escape . . .«

The steamship »Ammiraglio Viotti« was ordered to sail from place to
place, take the arrested people and transfer them to the island of Molat. From
numerous [talian documents on these transports we shall mention those. relating
to persons carried away from three small maritime communities only within 16 days:
65 people were transported on July 13 from Sibenik, 52 people from Zaton on July 14,
54 people from Tjesno, Betina and Murter on July 16, 240 people from Prvi¢ on
July 18, 98 people from Zlarin and Krapanj on July 23, 197 people from Vodice
on July 29, 13 people from Tribunje, 256 people from Sibenik etc. In a letter to
Mussolini, Bastianini wrote with pride:

i did all in my power to facilitate the task (i. e. the task of the [talian
army in Dalmatia) by arresting all the families of the rebels.. .« (telegram
of July 19, 1942).

The report of the Secretary of the Fascist party at Sibenik, of November
15, 1942, Ne 2490/1 reveals that some 426 people from Skradin were interned in
those days. In the same month 166 people from Primosten village, 70 from Bio-
grad-on-Sea and 530 from Betina were interned and so on. We could cite nume-
rous similar examples.

But this was only the beginning. Mass arrests and internments were con-
tinued up to the breakdown of Italy. The prisoners were only temporarily kept
in Dalmatian concentration camps, so long as they were not transferred to some
concentration camp in Italy, except those who were left as hostages to be shot
in smaller or larger groups. -

The mopping-up actions and internment of the population were carried
out regularly, in great number and with the assistance of the army, the fascist
militia, carabinieri and police forces. A report of .the carabinieri commander,
Colonel Butti, of December 15, 1942, Ne 116/2, on the activity of the carabinieri
of Dalmatia in the period July — September 1942, shows that some 2.073 people
were interned during that time only by the carabinieri units, of which there were
436 men, 943 women and 694 children. Entire villages were ravaged and there
was nobody to gather the crop. General Carlo Viale, commander of the »Zara«
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The Carabinieri Command of Zadar informs the Prefect of Zadar that 500 people from three small
communities in Dalmatia (Betina, Murter and Kramina) were imprisoned in the first half of
November, 233 of whom were sent to the Molat concentration camp as suspect and dan-
gerous politically. Besides 295 more people relatives of the ’rebels”, were arrested and sent
to Molat,
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The Carabinierji Command of Zadar informs the Governor of Palmatia that 35 men, 88 women,
35 children of 1—10 years of age and 58 boys and girls of 11—I18 years of age from Sibenik,
Tribunja and Vodice were sent to the Molat concentration camp on July 19, 1942.
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{ Oggetio: Vendemmig e raccolto delle olive.

Al 1'Bccellenza 11 GOVERNATORE DELLA DALMAZIA
< \ A BaR

reglo pegnalare all'Bec,Vostra quanto
A appresso:

Ix seguito all 'internsmento delle famiglie
del latitanti del distretto di Sebenico,numerose
campagrie - specle nella zona Puticiane-8.Elia ~ so-
no rimaste abbandonate e di conseguenza viene compro
messo 11 raccolto dell'uva,che in passato ® stata u-
ng delle pid importanti produsmioni locali.

Allo scopo 41 evitare che tale prodotto
vada perduto, serebbe necessario inviare nelle pre-
dette localith dei militari perc‘xh provvedano glla
vendemmia,

L'uva raccelta potrebdbe essers messa in
vendita sul mercato locale,devolvendo il ricavato
alle Opere Assistenziali varie,

Anche per quanto riguards la raceolta del
le olive & necesssrio che a tempo ded to vengano pn
se identiche misure,specle nella zona di Morter, che
& una delle pid produttive,e dove,in seguito &11'11-
ternamento di numerose famiglie,#li oliveti di vaste

‘ zone gono rimasti pressoch® abbagndonati.
:5 La vendemmiag ha cara tte di estrema
urgenza,in quanto la stagione d gia

| 42 q ‘ | IL v?gsom:

Ivan Scalchi,
that

chief of the fascist intelligence service at Zadar, informs the Governor of Dalmatia
there were, owing to the internment of the population, vast regions in the district of Sibenik
from which the harvest was not gathered.
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-Ho ricevuto la relazione  da te inviata con lettera NW.1531
in data 2% u.s8,- :

Bo reso atto di quan to in esse & ~onte'mte. e approvo in par-
‘- o te 1 ;prowcdinenti preai & carico delle famiglie ded lZtitanti.~-
Si consideri 1 lati tanti come 1 1oro Timigliery appar '.euonti
-’dire'tta.m'ente (<] indiretﬁlt’énto el rivelld ewome teli debhono esse-
;gb tfattati, -

In proposito sl riferisco alle preciee istruzioni dete in me-
rito durente il mio rajiorts &l Commissari Civili nel meae ecorso,
ge ripm, che tutti 1 familiari .ui colox'o che si ellontanano dalla
.tn'bitualc senza breventiva a.utori zazione e penza giunstifica-

to motivo debbono essere. ra:trelle.ti ed gvvic t1 81 campo di concentra

nento di Melcde 1““11“..'363* temente dalle dirette Teaponsabilitd,— . i
e
Ripeto. encora, me per A'ultima volte, che o v

_ni deYolezza, 03‘5,1,
rietiomol sard diime’ cor. llerato eledento nesativo nei confronti def
Commisesari Si41d, -

Assicurgre,—

eneral Gaspero Barbera, Prefect of Zadar, orders the commissary of the community of Veli 1z
swat _all relatives of those who leave their places of permanent abode without previous per-
mssion and a justified reason, irrespective of their personal responsibility, should be sent to
the Molat concentration camp”.
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k Come gid comunicato con fozlio p.n. .del 6 corr.,questo

Ufficio ha provveduto a ritirare dal nagazzino portuale di Zara n.
45 rotoli di filo spinato,che immediatamente sono stati stesi lun-

go 11 tratio del campo che non era ancora cintato..

P

In data odierna il lavoro di recinsione 2 finito,ma
senza essere completato, perché i 45 rotoll nep sono stati suffi-
cienti a cingere tutta la parte mPncante. Occorrerebbero ancora

almeno 50 rotoli per chiudere tutto il campo.

' Paccio presente che" si rende assolutamente necaasarin
la r?einsiono completa @el campo onde evitare fughe da parte di
qualche internato. A tale proposito bisogne rilevare che quando si
presenta la motobarca di cod. Questura per pre]eva*e g1 oatasgi da

fucilare,nel campc si nata un certo orgasmo e c'® da temere che guk-
gqualcuno, per paura di os:ere'prelevnto tenti 1'evazione per sfuggi-
re alla fucilezione,~-0ra se il campo foste cintato per bene,queata
probahilita non ci sarebbte,ed allora sl potrebbe’ senz'altro esclu-
ders gualsiasi possibiliti di fughe. x

g A presa pér;it ¢od. Uffscio di voler rivél;are la ri-
chiesta. a cui_di competenza per ottensre. l'asaegnazione di ancora
altri 50 rotoli di,Tdlo spinato.
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Commander of the concentration camp at Molat asks the Zadar Prefecture to send him barbed

wire for the enclosure of the camp. This enclosure is necessary because “whenever the questure

boat comes to take away the hostages designed for shooting, the feeling of dread causes confu-

sion and it is to be feared that someone, fearing to be taken away, might try to escape in order
to avoid -being shot”.
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division, informed the Governor of Dalmatia in his report of November 19, Ne
01/2005, that owing to the internment of the people there were not enough work-
ers to gather grapes and olives in the region of Puti¢ani — Sv. Ilija and Murter,
and proposed the necessary measures to be taken, promising to protect the har-
vest by bis men.

The above quoted report of Colonel Butti shows: that the number of women
and children interned by the carabinieri was much greater than that of adult
men. There are also reports containing more precise evidence of the age of interned
children. The report of the same colonel of July 23, 1942, 82/42 reveals that out
of 98 people taken to Molat on July 23, there were only 12 adult men (including
the old) while all others were women and children, among whom there were
15 children of 1—10 years of age. His report of July 30, 1942, Ne 82/42
shows: that out of 236 people taken to Molat on the previous day there were only
35 men above 18 years of age, the rest were women and children, among whom
there were 55 children of 1—10 years of age. The Fraschette-Alatri concentration
camp is an illustration of the inhuman treatment of innocent children. In that
camp there were 489 children under 8 years of age, and 860 from 8—10 years
of age. 17 children from 3—13 years of age were without parents and relations.

GENERAL PIRZIO BIROLI, GOVERNOR OF MONTENEGRO, WAS THE FIRST TO
BEGIN MASS INTERNMENT OF THE POPULATION

Contrary to ‘their policy in other regions occupied by the II Army, the Ita-
lian authorities in Montenegro did not wait until the year 1942 to begin mass
internment.

Soon after the break-out of the great people’s insurrection in 1941, the
Governor of Montenegro, Pirzio Biroli, began a mass internment of »undesirable«
elements, by which, together with other criminal means — mopping up actions,
shooting of hostages etc. — he expected to bring about the results desired. His
rage was so much the greater when all these measures proved to be insufficient
to crush the resistance of the people. Therefore the new crimes he commited in
order to succeed at any price were so much the more horrible.

According to incomplete evidence obtained up till now, the number of in-
terned people from Montenegro, who were sent to the concentration camps in
Montenegro, Albania and Italy, amounts to 26.387. In accordance with our inten-
tion of proving Italian crimes by material from Italian sources, we shall quote
here a typical statement of Captain Gino Panicucci, commander of the VII Com-
pany of the IT batallion of the 83 infantry regiment of the »Venezia« division:

» ... According to the new order we had to intern all male population from

16 to 56 years of age... In September 1941 I was ordered... to arrest

the population of the villages of Trebaljev and Sirogoste... Thus in Sept-

ember we arrested 110 people in the first mopping up action, and 30 in the
second. From the same villages we arrested 130—140 people in November.

About 40 people were arrested in December ... In August 1943 my batallion

carried out a mopping up action from Kolasin to Majkovac and arrested 300

people on that occasion (men, women and children), who were handed on fo

the carabinieri . . .«

As in Dalmatia, interned persons were also used here as hostages. A great
number of them was shot.
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BRUTAL AND INHUMAN TREATMENT OF THE POPULATION ON THE PART
OF THE ITALIAN ARMY AND CARABINIERI ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
INTERNMENT :

The behaviour of the Italian army and police at the time of internment
was brutal and inhuman. Individual internment was generally executed by night.
Soldiers or carabinieri would force their way into a house through the door or
a window and take away a person without giving him time to prepare and take
the most necessary things. The Commander of the XI Corps expressly ordered his
organs to adopt such treatment in order to frighten the other people (A Ne
0211935 of March 18, 1942). The proceeding was still more brutal on the occasion
of mass internments, which were as a rule carried out simultaneously with the
mopping-up action. The soldiers rushed into the houses with pointed rifles and
guns and threatened to use them if the house was not emptied in the shortest
possible t'me. The terrified people walked out of their houses without having
time to collect even their most essential belongings. All this was the more terrible
as it was usually carried out simultaneously with the shooting of ,suspected”
persons and burning of houses. Firing from their rifles, Italian soldiers drove the
terrified population to collecting centres. The weeping and cries of small children
were mixed with the shouts of maddened soldiery and their rifle firing. From the
gathering places the people had to march to the place of embarkation, which
was often one to two days’ walk distant. Cooped up in sealed waggons or shut in
in the lower parts of a ship, the unfortunate people waited without food and often
without water to reach the first temporary camp, where they had to await trans-
port to a permanent concentration camp.

YUGOSLAV PRISONERS WERE PUT IN SOME 200 ITALIAN PRISONER CAMPS

About 200 Italian concentration camps for Yugoslavs are known up till now.
They were in Yugoslavia, Albania and Italy. The following were the largest.

In Yugoslavia: Rab, with about 13.000 people, Molat (a transit and host-
ages camp) with about 3.500; transit camps: Ljubljana with about 5.000, Bakar
about 3.000, Plaski about 3.500, Kraljevica about 2.000, Olib about 1.500, Murter
about 1.200. Vodice about 1.800, Bar about 2.000, Mamula about 1.000, etc.

In Albania: Kukus about 4.500, Kros about 1.900, German about 700.

In Italy: Gonars about 6.000, Visco about 6.400, Chiesanuova about 4.700,
Fraschette about 4.400. Renici about 3.500, Treviso—Monigo about 3.000, Lipari
about 2.300, Rijeka about 2.000, Alessandria about 1.400, Padova about
3.000, further Bagno a Ripoli, the islands of Ustica and Ponza, Coropoli,
Montalbano, Ariano Irpino, Ferramonti, Acquila, Carbonia, Colfiorito, Isernia, Sci-
pione, Frosinone, Colonia, Pisticci, Tremiti, Fabriano (Ancona), Nereto (Teramo),
Alberobello, Piacenza, Lanciano, Busseto, Chieti, Pescara, Casoli, Tallo etc.

The total number of Yugoslavs driven to the Italian concentration camps
cannot yet be exactly established, as the State War Crimes Commission has not yet
examined the material from the camps in Italy. It is known that the number of -
prisoners in the camps in Autumn 1942 amounted to 89.488. According to incom-
plete evidence some 149.638 Yugoslav citizens had passed through the camps. Many
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prisoners died, many were taken to work in villages, factories and mines, and
many died in hospitals. Others were brought in to take their places. We have rela-
tively exact evidence only for Slovenia: 67.230 persons, of which 50.559 men, 9.691
women, 2.698 old men and 4.282 children. As the population of the part of Slovenia
under Italian occupation numbers about 360.000, it means that about 18% of the
population were prisoners,

THE REGIME IN THE CAMPS WAS INDEED INHUMAN

The position of imprisoned Yugoslavs was considerably worse than that of
the citizens of other states. The latter were placed in healthier climatic regions, in
better buildings, allowed to correspond with their families and the Red Cross,
to receive packets etc. As a rule, all this was denied to Yugoslavs. They were
placed in buildings where the fascists did not dare to place the subjects of other
states, completely unhygienic buildings, often in unhealthy regions and always
too small to receive the number of prisoners directed to stay there. These build-
ings were often not vet finished, and the prisoners were obliged to dwell " in
tents or even under the open sky during the greatest cold before they finished
them themselves. The number of the people in rooms was 2—4 times greater than
normal for the size of the rooms. '

In all cases established up till now, medical service in the camps was miser-
able and unworthy of a civilized state. The number of beds in the camp hospi-
tals was quite insufficient, so that the sick usually lay together with the healthy.
Medicaments were greatly lacking everywhere both in kind and quantity.

Food was quite insufficient. According to the list of rations for interned
Yugoslavs the total number of calories amounted to hardly 1.000.

But even these minimal quantities of food were mostly denied to the
prisoners:

a) There were camps in which the prescribed list of food rations con-
tained still less calories.

b) Rare were camps in which food was not stolen by camp organs and
other abuses made with or without the knowledge of the camp manager. There
were frequent cases of abuses made by the managers or commanders of the camp.

The consequence of such feedine became visible very soon: prisoners
were exhausted and sick and suffered especially from dysentery, tuberculosis and
oedema, and weakened by insufficient food, they died en masse.

The camp organs treated the prisoners roughly, insolently and arbitrarily.
It is established that in all camps, the state of which has been examined, the pri-
soners were beaten.

Collective punishments — confinement to the camp premises for one or
more days — were very often applied. Disciplinary punishments of imprison-
ment were cxcessively frequent in all camps; the prisoners were also tried at courts
for imaginary or exaggerated offences.

The example of the Fraschette-Alatri camp will give us a more concrete
2nd real picture of the criminal regime that reigned in Italian concentration camps:

Director of the camp was Dessantis, commissary of public security (P. S.),
Dr. Aurelio Mizzi was physician, Dr. Ferrata was commissary, Rosso was carabi-
mieri commander, The administrative officials were: Giovanni Spampinetti and Vol-
surno. The first director, Comm. Giuseppe Fantussati, had to be removed at the
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request of the Italian population because of his ferocious torture of the prisoners
and his thefts. Dessantis did not allow the relatives of dead prisoners to accompany
them to the grave. Camp prisons were always full. If they stood in groups of more
than 4 people, if somebody approached the barrier, if somebody protested because
of bad food, the lack of letters and packages, if somebody sang, he was immedia-
tely thrown into prison by Dessantis and beaten by Ferrata. They violated young
women and girls. The conduct of carabiniere Rosso was particularly repulsive in
this respect. After the capitulation of Italy the prisoners were obliged to work at
German aerodromes. Dessantis, Ferrata and Spampinetti gave the girl prisoners
to the Germans for their soldiers’ brothels. Finally these three criminals tried to .
set the camp on fire and plunder the stores, while they accused the prisoners to the
Germans of having clandestinely burnt the camp. About 5 persons died every week
because of insufficient food. Dr. Mizzi stole and sold medicaments. He maltreated
the sick and sent them to work for the Germans even when feverish and with
high temperature. Dr. Cecioni, assistant-physician, said: "Nobody will leave this camp
alive”. Spampinetti embezzled 250.000 lire, sent to the prisoners by their families;
he took two lire for every packet and finally plundered all camp stores.

CONDITIONS WERE STILL WORSE IN THE CAMPS IN YUGOSLAVIA

The picture of life drawn above was typical of the camps in Italy. The
situation was still worse in the camps in Yugoslavia. We shall take as examples
the camps at Rab and Molat.

The camp on the island of Rab commanded by Colonel Cuiuli was dreadful.
He was a sadist who made albums of enlarged photos of corpses of men, women
and children who had died in his camp of hunger and disease. The camp was placed
in the most unhealthy part of the island, on boggy ground close to stinking
marches. When the prisoners arrived in July 1942, the erection of barracks had not
even begun. — There was only an area of land fenced with wire, where later on
tents were placed. Six people were put into one tent, so that they could hardly move.
They were given some straw for their beds; up to the Spring of 1943 they slept
almost on bare earth. Most of the prisoners were brought to the camp without
anything, without underwear or covering, and all the time they spent there they
received from the camp authorities neither underwear nor garments. Their own
underwear and garments were soon torn to pieces and the unfortunate men had
to walk in rags or almost nude during the most severe cold. On October 29, a
flood washed away the tents, so that many children were drowned.

The list of food rations was similar to that in other Italian camps — alto-
gether about 1.000 calories a day. But corruption in the camp assumed such dimen-
sions that the prisoners received hardly half of the ration allocated to them.
Hunger was terrible. The management of the camp did not allow any supervision
of distribution and cooking of the food, so that the officials, from the chief store-
keeper to the last guardman, were stealing food. These stolen rations were given
to the prisoners in exchange for valuable objects — watches, rings etc.

Unhygienic rooms, filth, cold and hunger caused general sickness, while
general physical exhaustion made it impossible for the constitution to offer any
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A prisoner at the Rab concentration camp.
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Graves of Italian victims at the Rab concentration camp,
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resistance to diseases. The prisoners who caught influenza or dysentery were
doomed to inevitable death. The cases of tuberculosis were also numerous and a
great number of prisoners died as a result.

Up to 1943 there was only an improvized hospital with 100 beds for about
13.000 prisoners in that camp. But the conditions in the hospital were such that
the prisoners stayed and died rather in their tents than in the hospital. The sick
lay on infected beds from which the corpses of their dead comrades had just been
removed.

The conditions of confined women and newborn children were especially
difficult. 80% of the babies were born dead because of the sufferings and hunger
of their mothers. Even those who were born alive died soon. 3 to 4 and later on
4 to 5 children died every day.

In consequence of all this, the mortality rate in the camp at Rab was
enormous, and was no less than that of a'German camp of death. From 13.000
prisoners brought to Rab up to November 1942, about 4.400 people died by the
Spring of 1943, which makes a death rate of about 34%.

The situation in the concentration' camp in the island of Molat was not
ditferent from that at Rab. That the death rate was not as high as at Rab was
due to the fact that Molat was situated on more healthy ground and it was easier
for relatives and friends to' send packets, as Molat was not so far from the vil-
lages of the prisoners, But the Italian authorities put all sorts of obstacles in
the way of.this main source of food. This is revealed in a decision regarding an
application made by the society ,Jadranska Plovidba” to the Prefect of Zadar.
The Society informed the Prefecture that they had 430 packets for interned per-
sons at Molat in their premises, and begged that they should be forwarded to them,

as there was danger of the food going bad because of long storage in warehouses.

An official of the Prefecture forwarded this application with a favourable recom-
mendation, stating that: “"The more food the prisoners obtained from their homes,
the less we shall be obliged to give them...” But in spite of that, Prefect Barbera
refused the demand of the ', Jadranska Plovidba” and did not allow the packets
to be given to the prisoners. (Document of the Prefecture of December 20, 1942,
Gab No 5501).

- The prisoners were mostly obliged to sleep on bare and muddy ground,
as there was no straw. Even small children could not obtain covers in winter.
Unfortunate mothers wrapped their babies in skirts and aprons, as they had no-
thing else.

According to a report of the Zadar Prefecture, Ne 22 of January 9, 1943,
there were 1627 prisoners at the Molat camp at that time, of which 552 women
and children and 280 men stayed in tents— in January! ;

We have already stated that Molat — apart from: serving as a transit camp
to ltaly — was at the same time a camp where relatives of the partisans were
imprisoned, who were proclaimed hostages by Bastianini’s order of June 7, 1943.
They constituted a majority at Molat and this rendered life there particularly dif-
feoult. 23 times a week a special motor boat would come to take away the victims.
Chains with which hostages were tied while being carried away hung overboard. The
sppearance of that boat spread terror among the unfortunate people, as they did
not know whose turn would be next. A dispatch of Carlo Szommer, Commander
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The concentration camp. at Molat near Zadar was a transit camp, from which the prisoners
were transferred to c011cmtrat1(u1 camps in ltaly. Mostly hostages were kept there. On January
9, 1943 there were 1627 prisoners in the camp, of which 552 were women and children; 795 pri-
: soners lived in barracks and 280 in tents — in January!
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of the camp, sent to the Zadar quaestor on June 10, 1943, Ne 928, asking barbed
wire to be supplied, characterizes the situation among the prisoners. The dispatch
gives the following reasons for this request:

»Whenever the questure boat comes to take away the hostages de-
signed for shooting, the feeling of dread causes confusion and it is to be
feared that there will be attempts to escape...

It is as-yet impossible to establish definitely the number of Yugoslav citi-
zens who passed through Italian concentration camps (the figure of 149.638, stated
above, is not definite) nor is it possible to give the number of persons who died in the
camps. Only the number of dead prisoners from Slovenia is known. Out of 67.230 per-
sons interned, 11.606 died in camps and hospitals, including 7.758 adult men, 1.912
women, 796 old men and 1.140 children, i. e. more than 17%. This number does
not include the people who died after returning home, from sufferings endured in
the camps and diseases caught there.

But these are not all the victims suffered by our people on account of
that crime. After the capitulation of Italy, a great number of our citizens was found
in Italian concentration camps. The Italian authorities failed to set them free
immediately, as was foreseen by the treaty of armistice with the Allies. The advanc-
ing German army found our citizens closed and guarded in many camps; they were
kept there and later on sent to forced labour and death camps in Germany. Only
an insignificant number of ‘those who were sent to Germany from Italian con-
centration camps returned. All the rest succumbed to torture, hunger and disease.

VII. RASTRELLAMENTO«: SLAUGHTER OF NON-COMBATANT

CIVIL POPULATION. — SYSTEMATIC TERROR — INTENTIONAL

DEVASTATION AND DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY — PLUNDER
— CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY

»Rastrellamento« — action for the extermination of non-combatant po-
pulation — was a technical term used by Italian staffs and their administration
which occured frequently in military orders and reports. It was a word of terror
znd horror. Mere unverified suspicion that fighting units of the Yugoslav National
Liberation Army had passed through a certain locality was enough to expose
that locality and all the surrounding districts to total annihilation: to the destruc-
Son and burning of houses, plunder of cattle and movable property, and the killing
and taking away of the population into slavery. But as a rule »the presence of
partisans« and »the action against partisans« served only as a pretext for the
extermination of the population.

But the cynicism of the Italian invader went so far that he often did not
sesk for any justification for his destructiveness and his atrocities. The Italians
and devastated even where it was quite obvious that there was no connection
tever with their struggle against the Yugoslay National Liberation Army.,

The tactics of the Italian Army were not to attack armed units of the Yugo-
National Liberation Army directly, but by devastating the country to deprive the
tisans of their sources of supply, and'by reprisals to annihilate a peaceful popu-
8
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